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Hampton University

HARVEY  LIBRARY

African American Experience (1693-1830)

INTRODUCTION

The African American Experience is a unique compilation of digital images of works published from 1693-1830, written by or about members of America's black populace. It is an ideal resource for individuals and students who wish to gain firsthand insight into black history in America. Created by Readex in cooperation with the American Antiquarian Society, the African American Experience is a carefully chosen subset of works from Early American Imprints 1639-1819, one of the most important anthologies ever produced on microform. The collection includes digital images of imprints ranging from one-sheet broadsides and small pamphlets to books more than 400 pages in length. Genres include almanacs, autobiographies, booksellers' advertisements, broadsides, diaries, elegies, Fourth of July addresses, letters, maps, plays, poetry, publishers' advertisements, sermons, short stories and travel literature.

ACCESSING THE AFRICAN AMERICAN EXPERIENCE FROM THE HU HOMEPAGE

· Go to Hampton University’s home page at <http://www.hamptonu.edu>.    

· Click on University Services from the menu on the left. Click on Library.

· Click on Databases - Use the alphabetical or subject listing to select African American Experience from the list of available databases.

· Off-Campus access requires the use of your HU InfoTech UserName/PW.
SEARCHING IN African American Experience
· Enter your search term in Search:  
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· Select one field to search in:  In All Text, In Subjects/Genres, In Place of Publication, In Document Number and click GO. 

· All Text :Search for articles that contain specific words or phrases. This method works best when you know a word or phrase that will only appear in articles of interest to you. 

· Document Number : You can search by Document Number (Series Symbol) using either a complete number or a partial number. Examples: 

· Complete number: S/AC.25/1990/34 

· Partial number: S/AC.25$ 

RESULTS LIST

· In your results list you will see the Publication Year, Title of the Document and options to display the Full Citation or the Document Images. Documents Images will display in PDF and can be printed using the icon in the Adobe Acrobat window.

Saving (downloading) articles:
· You may save any PDF files to your own floppy disk or hard drive, using the Disk/Save icon in the Adobe Acrobat window.

Navigation
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Use the "jump bar" to view specific search result pages. Click a numbered button to jump immediately to the corresponding page. The white diamond on the jump bar button indicates which page is currently displayed. Click "Next" to display the next page of search results. Click "Previous" to display the previous page of search results.

Boolean Operators: Definitions and Examples

AND -- Finds documents containing all your search terms. 

Example: computers AND bulletin boards 

OR -- Finds documents containing any of your search terms. 

Example: farming OR agriculture 

NOT -- Finds documents containing your first word, but not your second word. 

Example: accelerators NOT nuclear 

ADJ[x] -- Finds documents where search terms appear within x words of each other and in the same order. Where x is not specified, defaults to 1. 

Example: Kofi ADJ3 Annan 

NEAR[x] -- Finds documents where search terms appear within x words of each other, in any order. Where x is not specified, defaults to 1. 

Example: Clinton NEAR5 Gore 

Wildcarding/Truncation SYMBOLS

· Wildcarding, or truncation, is the use of certain symbols (? or *) to replace one or more letters or characters in a search term. This can be useful when: 

· You want to make sure you find items containing slight variants of your search term. 

· You are not completely sure how to spell your subject 

Single Character Wildcarding: Question Mark (?) 

Use the question mark in place of single letters. For example: 

· WOM?N will search for items containing woman or women 

Multiple Character Wildcarding:Asterisk(*) 

Use the asterisk in place of multiple letters. For example: 

· ENVIRONMENT* will search for items containing environment, environments, environmental, environmentalist, etc.

BROWSING BY SUBJECT

· Access documents directly by clicking on Topic links (Slavery and the Law, Slave Trade, Abolition, Free Blacks, Colonial Africa, Literature, Religion, Crime, and African American Life), or browse by Subject Headings, Genre, Author or Date.
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