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Hampton University

HARVEY  LIBRARY

ERIC via Ovid

Harvey Library subscribes to ERIC, an extensive database of education-related citations and abstracts dating from 1966 to the present, from three sources.  This page discusses the interface provided by the vendor Ovid.  ERIC is available from other vendors as well. Contact the Reference Desk at (757) 727-5379 with any questions.

ACCESSING ERIC

· Go to Hampton University’s home page at <http://www.hamptonu.edu>.    

· Click on University Services from the menu.  Click on Library.

· Click on Databases - Use the alphabetical or subject  to select ERIC via Ovid from the list of available databases.

· Off-Campus access requires the use of your HU InfoTech UserName/PW.


SEARCHING IN ERIC

· Users connect to the Advanced Search screen.  Click Basic at the top of the page to access a less elaborate search screen.

· Enter search terms in the search box, then click the Author, Title, or Journal icon, as appropriate.  When entering keywords, simply click Perform Search to the right of the search box to initiate the search.  Alternatively, users may click on the icon at the top labeled Search Fields to limit a search to a particular field other than author, title, journal, or keyword.

· Enter an author’s name in lowercase as follows:  last name, space, first initial of the first name or full first name, if known.

· While multiple search terms can be entered at the same time if separated by the words AND, OR, or NOT, it may be most efficient to limit each search set to a single concept, then to combine searches subsequently to narrow the overall search.

· Perform an author search for Patrick Dewey (dewey p) to retrieve 10 hits.  Perform a journal search for the periodical School Library Journal (school library journal) to retrieve 749 hits.  Combine the two searches to retrieve 1 relevant hit.

· Limit your search further by date of publication, or by choosing to retrieve only items published in the English language.  You may also limit your search to journal articles (from CIJE), ERIC Digest entries, or documents on microfiche (from RIE).  Or you may also limit your search at a later time or by additional characteristics by clicking the Limit icon at the top.

· Click on the Tools icon at the top to access a thesaurus and other resources to help broaden or refine your search.

· Click Perform Search to the right of the search box or the Author, Title, or Journal icon, as appropriate, to begin the search.

· Because Ovid automatically attempts to match entered search term to terms in its list of subject headings, you may be presented with an alphabetical list of terms or subjects similar to those you entered, if your search term does not match exactly one of the database’s headings.  Mark the appropriate item(s) from the list and click Continue or Perform Search at the top of the screen.  You may click Explode to retrieve citations using the selected term AND all of its related terms.

· Click the Display icon to the right of the Results List to access the retrieved records.

· Combine previously run searches by clicking the Combine icon at the top, and marking those search sets to be combined.  

· Tag desired records by marking the box to the left of the title.  Click on Complete Reference to view the item’s entire record.

PRINTING, SAVING, AND EMAILING FROM ERIC

· Choose which records and fields to print, save, or email (for example:  all in this set, marked records, etc.).

· Choose to Display, Print (choose Print Preview), Email, or Save the records, and follow any instructions provided.

· To print records, choose Print Preview in the Citation Manager at the bottom of the Titles Display screen, then use your browser’s print feature to print the information.

TO EXIT ERIC

· Click on the Logoff icon in the top right of the screen when you finish your search session.
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