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Hampton University

HARVEY  LIBRARY

Ethnic NewsWatch

This resource provides in-depth coverage of a wide range of current and historical topics published by the ethnic, minority, and native press.  Established in 1992, NewsWatch is a unique resource, which covers issues, perspectives, and topics often neglected by the mainstream media.  The database provides full text material for over 200 newspapers, magazines, and journals which are local, national, and international in scope.  Subjects covered include the arts, culture, business, education, health, history, the environment, journalism, political science, and sociology.  The database consists of nearly 650,000 full text articles dating back to 1990, with selected archival material dating back to 1985. Over 7,500 new articles are added each month. NewsWatch is searchable in both English and Spanish, and contains publications in both languages.  In addition to scholarly and non-mainstream articles, NewsWatch contains reviews of books, art, music, movies, and theater productions, as well as obituaries, interviews, editorials, and more.

ACCESSING NEWSWATCH 

· Go to Hampton University’s home page at <http://www.hamptonu.edu>.    

· Click on University Services from the menu. Click on Library .

· Click on Databases - Use the alphabetical or subject listing to select Ethnic. You may choose to search the resource in either English or in Spanish.

· Off-Campus access requires the use of your HU InfoTech UserName/PW.

SEARCHING IN NEWSWATCH

The search screen for NewsWatch consists of several parts:

1. The navigational menu at the left allows users to navigate through and to manipulate results found in the database, as well as to access help, news, and tutorial screens.  

2. The top part of the screen provides the basic search capability.  Here, users may select a range of dates to search and may enter search terms by typing keywords in the box labeled Words in Articles to perform a free text search of the entire text of indexed articles.  

NOTE:  NewsWatch automatically places an OR between search terms. 

3. The lower part of the screen facilitates a more complex search, allowing users to limit their search using the following, additional search fields: 

	Words in Titles
	Allows searching for words found in the titles of articles

	Subject(s)
	Allows searching by over 1,200 subjects assigned to articles by NewsWatch staff

	Publication Name
	Allows searching by the name of a publication

	Publication Date
	Allows searching by the date of a publication; publication dates are displayed as mmddyyyy, and can be searched as mmddyyyy or mm/dd/yyyy or mm-dd-yyyy, but a four (4) digit year must always be provided

	Author/Byline
	Allows searching by author, contributor, or columnist of an article

	Type of Article
	Allows limiting by 14 types of articles, such as book review or editorial

	People (Names)
	Allows searching by the names of people mentioned in an article

	Geographic Location(s)
	Allows searching by geographic locations associated with an article

	Ethnic Group of Publication
	Allows limiting of a search to one of nine categories of ethnic group (based on the periodical)

	Language of Article(s)
	Allows limiting of a search by the language of an article (either English or Spanish); no articles are translated; most articles appear in English, but over 125,000 articles are available in Spanish


· Clicking Results Tally after entering search criteria will display the number of hits found using the entered search terms.  This allows users to determine how many hits will result from a given search.  If too many hits will be found, users may further limit the search before initiating the operation.

· After entering keywords and selecting other desired search criteria, click Submit Search to execute the search.

NOTE:  Clicking on the arrow at the end of any search box, or on the title of a search category, allows users to browse a list of entries in that category.  For example, clicking on the arrow following Publication Name, or on the title Publication Name, allows users to browse a list of all publications indexed in NewsWatch.

Select one or more of the entries from any browse menu by clicking and/or dragging the mouse across the desired entries. To select multiple entries from the browse menu, click on the first selection, then hold down the Ctrl key on your keyboard while selecting each additional entry. Click OK after selecting all desired entries. 

NARROWING A SEARCH IN NEWSWATCH

· Use Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT) to combine terms within a search field. 

· Unless otherwise specified, NewsWatch automatically places an OR between search terms. 

· NewsWatch automatically assumes the operator AND between search fields. 

Searching with Special Characters & Wildcards 

The asterisk ( * ) and the question mark ( ? ) serve as special characters, or wildcards, in NewsWatch.  While these characters have distinct functions, each is used to substitute for a letter(s) in search words. 

	Asterisk  ( * ) 
	Use the asterisk ( * ) to replace any number of characters in the search term; the asterisk may fall at the beginning, middle, or end of a search term.  You may include only two asterisks per search term.  Note that words that work best with the asterisk are those that are unique in their truncated form.  For example, searching for fir* will retrieve fired, firing, or fires, as well as first, firm, and so on.


	For Example:
	divers*  

*burg       
	Finds diverse, diversity, diversify, etc.

Finds Williamsburg, Harrisburg, etc.


	Question Mark  ( ? )
	Use the question mark ( ? ) to replace one character in the search term.  Unlimited question marks may be used in a search term; the character may be repeated and may fall anywhere in the search term.


	For Example:
	m?th  

conf?rm  
	Finds myth or moth

Finds confirm or conform


The following is a list of connectors used in NewsWatch:

You may use the word (such as AND) or the character (such as +) to perform searches using these connectors.

AND (+) 

The search terms must occur next to each other in the field.

OR (,) 
Either one or the other, or both, of the search terms must occur in the field.  Do not use OR in the Author/Byline or People (Names) fields between first and last names or NewsWatch will search for the first and last names separately.

NOT (#) 
Use NOT to locate all documents that do not contain the specified search term. NOT may also be used with the AND and OR operators.  For example: Boston AND NOT Cambridge.  WITHOUT performs the same function as AND NOT.

ADJ x 
The search terms must occur within x words of one another, where x represents a specified number. For example: THIS ADJ5 THAT, will find all documents in which the word THIS appears within 5 words of the word THAT. It is order dependent. This search is only valid in the Words in Articles search field.

NEAR x 
The search terms must occur within x terms of one another in the field, but the order is irrelevant. This search is only valid in the Words in Articles field.
NOTE:  
Double quotation marks surrounding a search term disable recognition of logical operators (for example "AND" searches for the word AND.

REVISING YOUR SEARCH IN NEWSWATCH

· Click the Search icon from the menu at the left to return to the search screen.  Previously entered search terms will remain in the search boxes.

· Change or add search terms and limitations, as desired.

· Click Clear All to begin a new search.

· NewsWatch does not record your search history.  Once you clear a search, you will have to re-run the search to access the results again.

VIEWING RESULTS IN NEWSWATCH

· The list of search results is displayed on a screen entitled Summary of Search Results, which outlines the titles of the articles, the publication name, the publication date of the article, and the type of article.

· As a default, twenty records are shown per page.

· Use the arrows at the top and bottom of the screens to move through the pages of search results.

· By default, the results are sorted in reverse chronological order.  Users may change the sort options by clicking Sort from the menu at the left.

· Click on the hyperlinked title of a result to view the entire article.

· Search terms will be highlighted in red within the article.  When viewing a complete article, the Hits icon at the left allows readers to jump directly to each consecutive, highlighted search term within the article.

· While the primary bibliographic information for each article appears on the screen displaying the complete record, click on the Biblio icon at the top or bottom of the screen to view additional bibliographic data.

· After viewing a complete record, click on the List icon in the upper and lower left to return to your previous search results.

PRINTING OR SAVING TO DISK FROM NEWSWATCH

· Mark desired records by clicking the box next to the title of each article to be printed or saved.

· Click Print/Export from the menu at the left.

· Select the documents and the fields to be printed and click OK to open a new browser window containing only the selected records.

· Click on the File menu and select Print to print the items.

· Click on the File menu and select Save As to save the items.

· Close the window to return to your search session in NewsWatch.

· Users may not email records from NewsWatch.

NOTE: If you use your Web Browser’s print function, rather than NewsWatch’s Print/Export feature, you will not have the format options described above.

GETTING HELP WITH NEWSWATCH

· Click on the Help icon for detailed online assistance with NewsWatch.

· Feel free to visit the Reference Desk or to call Reference staff at (757) 727-5379 for additional assistance.
· Users may also contact SoftLine Technical Support by phone at (800) 524-7922 (between 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, Eastern time) or by email at <techsupp@slinfo.com>. 
EXITING NEWSWATCH

· Exit the database by clicking on the Exit icon from the menu at the left.

· Note that the time out period for NewsWatch is 15 minutes, meaning that after 15 minutes of inactivity, your session will automatically end.  
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