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Hampton University

HARVEY  LIBRARY

HarpWeek Reconstruction 1 (1857 – 1871)

HarpWeek Reconstruction I (hereafter abbreviated as HarpWeek) is an online collection of the full content of Harper’s Weekly newspaper from 1857 to 1871. Documenting the era of the Unites States Civil War and early Reconstruction, HarpWeek contains electronically reproduced and enhanced page images containing text and all accompanying illustrative material as originally published in Harper’s Weekly, as well as an index to its contents.  This database is an excellent resource for historical or comparative research on wide ranging topics.

HARPER’S WEEKLY

Harper's Weekly, first published on January 3rd of 1857, was aimed at the middle and upper socio-economic classes, and generally only printed material suitable for the entire family to read.  The publication contained illustrations, editorials, news, literature, advertisements, and cartoons.  Harper’s Weekly held a moderate editorial stance on slavery and other issues of the day.  The publication had substantial readership in the South, and wanted to preserve the Union at all costs.  Harper's Weekly, with a circulation of over 100,000 during this period, presented a consistent, comprehensive, weekly, chronological record of events worldwide during the latter half of the nineteenth century. 

ACCESSING HARPWEEK

· Go to Hampton University’s home page at <http://www.hamptonu.edu>.    

· Click on University Services from the menu. Click on Library .

· Click on Databases - Use the alphabetical or subject listing to select HarpWeek from the list of available databases.

· Off-Campus access requires the use of your HU InfoTech UserName/PW.

ACCESSING THE CONTENT OF HARPWEEK

Users may access the content of HarpWeek in the following four ways.  Click on the icon of your choice from the Main Menu.

1. Browse Harper's Weekly Pages By Date:  Select a year to view.  The dated issues from that year appear in the middle of the screen.  Choose to view the full-sized pages or thumbnails, and select an issue.  Choosing thumbnails allows users to view all pages of the issue at once.  From there, you may choose to view the full page image by clicking on the small page image. 

2. Search the Index to Harper's Weekly:  First select which index(es) you would like to search:  Subject, Illustrations, Literature & Publishing, or Advertising.  Select whether to sort your results alphabetically or by index.  Limit your search by date, if desired.  Enter your search terms using Boolean operators (and, or, and not), as desired.  Choose to view your results as full-sized or thumbnail page images. Click Search.

3. Browse the Literature in Harper's Weekly by Genre:  Users may select to view content in one of the following literary genres.  Clicking on one of these headings will bring up additional subtopics which may be selected.  The date of results may be limited by selecting from the pull down menus at the top of the screen.

· Address

· Book

· Drama

· Essay

· First Person Narrative

· Novella

· Pamphlet

· Periodical

· Report

· Series

· Sheet Music

· Tale

· Tract

· Treatise

· Verse

4. Find People by their Occupation or Role in Society:  Users may select to view the content of HarpWeek by occupation or role in society by choosing an occupation from the list provided.  Occupations beginning with the letter A appear first.  Choose a different letter to view additional occupations.  The date of results may be limited by selecting from the pull down menus at the top of the screen.

VIEWING THE CONTENT OF HARPWEEK

Users should select the size of the page image.  You may choose Small, Medium, or Large from the Main Menu.  You may also change the size at any time by clicking on Small, Medium, or Large at the top of any screen.  

Selecting Small allows users to view the entire chosen page on the screen without scrolling from left to right, but reading the text in this mode may be difficult.  You will likely want to select Medium or Large to read the text of the document once you have identified pages you wish to read.

NAVIGATING THROUGH HARPWEEK

Each page in HarpWeek has navigational links.  Users do not need to use their browser’s Back or Forward buttons.  You may move through an issue by clicking on the page numbers at the top of the screen.  You may move through the issues by clicking Previous Issue or Next Issue.   Icons at the top allow the user to return to the Main Menu or to view the index for the individual page being viewed.

PRINTING AND SAVING FROM HARPWEEK

Because of the large size of the original pages (11” x 15.5”), printing pages from Harper's Weekly is best accomplished by downloading the page to disk, then opening the page in an image-manipulation program such as Photoshop, Photo-Paint, Imaging, etc. 

While you may use your browser’s Print button to print pages from HarpWeek, only the left portion of the page, rather than the entire width of the page, will appear in the printout. Thumbnails, however, may be printed using a browser’s Print feature.

In most cases, page images may be saved to disk by using the browser's Save function.  Windows users should click on the page image with the RIGHT mouse button, then use Save Picture as or Save Image as to save the image of a page.  HarpWeek suggests naming the file as follows: "126_57.JPG" for page 126 in 1857. 

GETTING HELP WITH HARPWEEK

Users may choose to view a demonstration of the database or to utilize its help functions from the Main Menu.  Each subsequent screen also contains a help icon.  If you require additional assistance with HarpWeek or any other library resource, please visit the Reference Desk or contact Reference staff by phone at (757) 727-5379.
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