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MERGENTonline

MERGENTonline is a subscription-based service containing information on over 10,000 U.S. public companies and 17,000 non-U.S. public companies, developed by Mergent, Inc., formerly known as Moody's Financial Information Services.

MERGENTonline offers several modules that may be purchased separately. Harvey Library subscribes only to the following: Company Data Direct/US and Company Data Direct/International. Also included are the Mergent Equity Portraits and Country Profiles.

ACCESSING MERGENTonline

· Go to Hampton University’s home page at <http://www.hamptonu.edu>.    

· Click on University Services, then select Library, then select Databases.
· Use the alphabetical or subject (business) listing to select MERGENTonline from the list of available databases.

· Off-Campus access requires the use of your HU InfoTech UserName/PW.

CONTENT

· Company Data Direct/US: More than 10,00 companies listed on NYSE, AMEX and Nasdaq including real-time access to EDGAR filings back to 1993. Includes business, history, officers, income statements, balance sheets, cash flow and more. Download financials to Excel spreadsheets.

· Company Data Direct/International: Similar information for international companies.

· Equity Portraits: combines basic company information with stock price, volume and other data for over 10,000 US firms. Contains firm’s financial health, in-depth industry analysis and industry peers.

· Country Profiles: contains information on country history, geography, people, government, economy, communications, transportation, military, stock exchange, and more.

· Edgar Filings: Real-time feeds of SEC documents with archives dating back to 1993.

	

	
	Basic Search

	


This page enables you to find a company by name or by ticker. You can also display a country profile window from this page.

To select a Company by Name
1. Select the Company Name. 

2. In the edit box, enter the name of the company you wish to find.
You can enter any part of the name. The search will find all the company names available that contain the text you type. For example, 'clay' will find Barclays and New Claymore Resources as well as Earl Clay Laboratories. You can search for several company names in one search by placing ' or ' between each piece of text entered. You can also separate each piece of text with a comma, if you wish. 

3. Choose the Search button.
This will display the Search Results page that will show all the company names containing the text you typed. 

To select a Company by Ticker
1. Select the Ticker Symbol radio button. 

2. In the edit box, enter the ticker of the company you wish to find.
This search will only match a complete ticker symbol so you must know the ticker of the company you wish to find. You can search for several ticker symbols in one search by placing ' or ' between each one entered. You can also separate each piece of text with a comma (but no spaces), if you wish. 

3. Choose the Search button.
This will display the Search Results page that will show the company name (if any) corresponding to the ticker you typed. 

To view a Country Profile
1. From the drop down list at the right of the page, select the country you wish to view.
The country profile will be displayed in a separate window. 

2. Use the Windows close button at the top right of the window to remove it when you have finished with it. 
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	Advanced Search

	


· The Basic Search facility only allows you to search by Company Name or by Ticker. The Advanced Search allows you to specify a wide range of criteria to be searched for.

· These criteria are textual or numeric information within the data stored on companies. Multiple criteria can be set, combined with either 'AND' or 'OR', for even greater refinement in searches.

· Building the list of search criteria you wish to use is a six step process.

	Step 1
	Select the information category and sub-category.

	
	Four major categories are available and each has a number of sub-categories.
The four categories are:

· General Company Information and Executives
This contains textual type data about the company and its employees. 

· Industry Codes
This allows Industrial Classification (SIC and NAIC) items to be selected. 

· Financials and Ratios
This allows financial and various ratio values to be selected. 

· Textual Search
This allows a search to be made within the Business, History, Joint Ventures and Property information for the company. 

	Step 2
	Choose the condition to be used with the search item.

	
	Six options are available here. 'Contains' and 'Starts with' are suitable for textual items and 'Greater than' and 'Less than' are suitable for numeric items. 'Equal to' and 'Does not equal' can be used with both data types.

	Step 3
	Enter the search value.

	
	This is the value(s) of the item you selected in Step 1 that you wish to search for, subject to the condition chosen in Step 2. Multiple values can be entered when searching for text items. See the Note below for details. 

To allow meaningful searches across different countries, all currency values are converted to US dollars. This means that the search value you enter for a financial item will always be considered as being a number of dollars.

	Step 3a
	For financial items, select the year required.

	
	The latest available data will be searched if you do not select a particular year.

	Step 4
	Add the criterion built in Steps 1 to 3 to the current list.

	
	This will add the text of the search criterion to the list box in the page.

	Step 5
	Refine the search.

	
	Here you can modify a list of search criteria by:

· Specifying whether the search should be made on all the criteria listed or on any one of them
Further details of this are given below. 

· Removing criteria that are no longer required 

· Clear all the criteria from the list
This would be used prior to building a new search. 

	Step 6
	Select the databases to be searched.

	
	Depending on your entitlements, various database names will be available for selection.


Note: When entering text items in step 3, multiple values can be entered. These can be separated by commas (with or without a single space on wither side) or by ' or ' (with the single spaces indicated). This would, for example, allow a criterion to specify a search on more than one country. This is not available for numeric or Textual Search items.

To build search criteria
1. If necessary, choose the Clear List button in the Refine Search Criteria group to remove search criteria that you may have defined previously. 

2. In the Select a Category / Sub-Category group, use the down arrow at the right of the Category box to display a list of the categories available. 

3. Select the category required.
This will populate the sub-category list with the appropriate items. 

4. Use the down arrow at the right of the Sub-Category box to display the list of sub-categories available. 

5. Select the sub-category required.
Only those items marked with an asterisk can be selected for searches in the D&B Million Dollar Database.
This will update the availability of the radio buttons in the Condition group. Only some of these are appropriate for each sub-category type. 

6. In the Select Operator group, select the radio button of the condition you wish to use in the criterion. 

7. In the edit box in the Set Value group, enter the value(s) you wish to use with the criterion item.
In most cases this will need to be a complete value for the item, but in the case where the condition is 'Contains' for a text item it can be a partial value. Several text items, to be separated by ' or ' in the criterion, can be entered by placing a comma or ' or ' between each of them.
When typing numeric values, you can use 't' for 1,000, 'm' for 1,000,000 and 'b' for 1,000,000,000. For example, entering '25m' would show 25,000,000 in the Refine Search Criteria group list box.
When entering industry and geographic code values you may find the tables available in the Codes Reference group useful. 

8. For financial items, the year required can be selected from the drop down list in the Select Year group. 

9. Choose the Add Criterion button in the Add Criterion group.
This will add the complete criterion to the list box in the Refine Search Criteria group. 

10. Repeat step 2. to 9. to define any other criteria you wish to specify. 

11. If you have specified more than one criterion, use the radio buttons in the Refine Search Criteria group to determine whether they will be linked with an 'AND' or an 'OR' operator.
Remember that AND tends to narrow a search (i.e. produce fewer results) and OR widen it (more results). 

12. To remove a criterion that is not required, select it in the Refine Search Criteria group list box and choose the Remove Item button.
Note that items cannot be edited directly. To change a criterion you will have to delete it and then re-add the new version. 

13. Select the databases you wish to search by setting the check box in front of their names.
The five available contain data for active and inactive US and International companies, and the Dun & Bradstreet Million Dollar companies. 

14. When ready, choose the Search button to start the search for companies satisfying the criteria specified. This will take you to the Search Results page. 

Using Saved Searches

· Each search you create during a Mergent Online session is saved automatically and appears at the right of the Advanced Search page. The time at which you first carried out the search is used as its name. 

Each entry in the Recent Searches list has three parts:

· A binoculars icon. Pointing at this with the mouse causes a tooltip message to appear showing a list of the criteria used in that search 

· The name (time) of the search, as a link. Choosing that link will run that search again immediately 

· An (Edit) link. This will place the criteria of the search in the list box in the page, enabling them to be edited 

· To remove all the recent searches from the list, choose the Clear List link.

· Note: The searches are only available for the current session and cannot be saved for use in a future session. They will also be lost if a timeout occurs during a session.
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	EDGAR Search

	


This page enables you to search the EDGAR filings either by company information or by date or both.

· Three links are available in the page to help you specify the criteria to be used in the search. The EDGAR Definitions and EDGAR Filing Types links display pages that give definitions of names used for filings and abbreviations used in them. The SEC CIK Database link displays the page on the Securities and Exchange Commission Web site where you can search for the Central Index Key of a company.

· You can also request that e-mail messages be sent to you by EDGAR when new filings for selected companies are added. Choose the Email Alerts link on this page to maintain the list of companies for which you wish to receive alerts. See EDGAR Email Alerts for more information on this.

To search for EDGAR filings

1. If necessary, choose Reset to clear any previous settings that may have been made. 

2. To search by Company Name, Ticker or Central Index Key, select the appropriate radio button and enter the text required. 

3. To search for text within EDGAR documents, enter the text in the Search Text edit box. 

4. To search by date, select the appropriate radio button and, if necessary, enter the date(s) required in the edit boxes. 

5. To search for a particular EDGAR filing type, select it from the drop down list or enter it into the edit box. 

6. When ready, choose the Search button to start the search for filings satisfying the criteria specified.  This will take you to be EDGAR Search Results page.
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