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About the Database

MagillOnLiterature is an online source for editorially reviewed critical analyses and brief plot summaries of the most studied works in the history of literature. 

The information in this database equals the complete contents of 31 sets of reference books, including nearly 20 Masterplots and Masterplots II titles, the Cyclopedia of World Authors, the Cyclopedia of Literary Characters, as well as 10 years of Magill's Literary Annuals and Magill Book Reviews. This database is compiled by Salem Press. 

The default sort for this database is the following: Title, Author, Record Type, Series. Other sort options include Record Type, Title, Author and Series, Title, Author. 

Searching Tips

Sometimes a search can be overly general (results equal too many hits) or overly specific (results equal too few hits). To fine-tune your search, you can use AND, OR, and NOT operators to link your search words together. These operators will help you narrow or broaden your search to better express the terms you are looking for and to retrieve the exact information you need quickly. 

USING THE "AND" OPERATOR: If you have a search term that is too general, you can append several terms together using "AND". By stringing key terms together, you can further define your search and reduce the number of results. Note: Unless you define a specific search field, the result list will contain references where all your search terms are located in either the citation or the full display. 

• For example, type drama AND tragedy to find results that reference drama and tragedy. 

USING THE "OR" OPERATOR: In order to broaden a search, you can link terms together by using the "OR" operator. By using "OR" to link your terms together you can find documents on many topics. Linked by this operator, your words are searched simultaneously and independently of each other. 

• For example, type drama AND tragedy OR satire to find results that contain either "drama" and "tragedy", or the term "satire". 

USING THE "NOT" OPERATOR: In order to narrow a search, you can link words together by using the "NOT" operator. This operator will help you to filter out specific topics you do not wish included as part of your search. 

· Type: drama OR tragedy NOT satire to find results that contain the terms "drama" or "tragedy", but not the term "satire". 

· To further define your results, type: drama AND tragedy AND satire to constrict the search to include all terms linked by the "AND" operator. 

Parenthesis also may be used to control a search query. Without parenthesis, a search is executed from left to right. Words that you enclose in parenthesis are searched first. Why is this important? Parentheses allow you to control and define the way the search will be executed. The left phrase in parenthesis is searched first; then based upon those results the second phrase in parenthesis is searched. 

· Generalized Search: drama or play and tragedy or satire - will retrieve everything on drama or play AS WELL AS everything on tragedy whether or not the title refers to a drama or a play.

· Focused Search: (drama or play) and (tragedy or satire) - the parenthesis to control our query to only find titles about a drama or a play specifically referencing a tragedy or satire. 

Searchable Fields 

The default fields for unqualified searches consist of the following: Title, Alternative Title, Series Title, Locale Information, Principal Characters, Author(s), Subjects, Genre, Publisher Information, Age Level, Language, Abstract Summary and the Time of Plot, Work or Action. 

Title Authority File 

The Title authority file is an alphabetical list of literature titles included in this database. Any title found in the product's data would be listed in this authority file. As a result, any exclusive search of a title in this list is guaranteed to create hits. Titles are indexed in transposed form, Title, Initial Article. For example: Mousetrap, The. 

Author Authority File 

The Author authority file is an alphabetical list of all author names in this database including; the 'main entry' author name, author given name, Also known as name, See from name, and any pseudonyms for an author. Any one of these forms of the author's name found in the product's data would be listed in this authority file. As a result, any exclusive search of an author name in this list is guaranteed to create hits. A user can only browse on the inverted form of the author name (Last Name, First Name format). 

*Note: The 'main entry' author name is the name an author predominantly uses for publishing. An example is Anne Rice; she primarily writes under Anne Rice (her 'main entry' author name), but also writes under the pseudonym, A. N. Roquelaure. Both the pseudonym name and 'main entry' name will be available in this list in inverted form. 

Genre Authority File 

The Genre authority file is an extensive alphabetical list of terms encompassing a wide range of categories that define the contents of a title. Any Genre found in the product's data will be listed in this authority file. As a result, any exclusive search of a Genre in this list is guaranteed to create hits. 

Subjects Authority File 

The Subjects authority file is an alphabetical list of terms that define the subject matter of each title. The subject matter of all titles in this database will be listed in this authority file. As a result, any exclusive search of a subject term is guaranteed to provide hits. The number of titles that each subject term is assigned to is represented by the number following the term. For example: Existentialism (148). 

Principal Characters Authority File 

The Principal Characters authority file is an extensive alphabetical list of the characters appearing in works of literature that are represented in this database. All principal characters listed in the product's data will be listed in this authority file. As a result, any exclusive search of a character from this list is guaranteed to provide hits. The names of characters in this list are represented in both the normal format (First Name, Last Name) and inverted format (Last Name, First Name). 
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