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Oxford Reference Online – Core Collection

ACCESSING OXFORD REFERENCE ONLINE 

· Go to Hampton University’s home page at <http://www.hamptonu.edu>.    

· Click on University Services from the menu. Click on Library 

· Click on Databases - Use the alphabetical or subject listing to select Oxford Reference Online from the list of available databases.

· Off-Campus access requires the use of your HU InfoTech UserName/PW.

CONTENT

Oxford Reference Online: The Core Collection brings together 100 well-known dictionaries and reference books into a single cross-searchable web database, all published by Oxford University Press. The Core Collection offers integrated coverage of a broad range of subjects from General Reference, Language and Quotations to Science and Medicine, and from Humanities and Social Sciences to Business.
SEARCHING  BASICS

There are two main kinds of searches you can conduct in Oxford Reference Online: a Quick Search (just type a word and go) or an Advanced Search, which gives you more options to construct complex queries, and ways to refine your search. In either kind of search, some common rules apply. First, you can search for an exact phrase by enclosing it in double quotes, e.g. "bury my heart". Second, Oxford Reference Online searches are not case-sensitive. 
QUICK SEARCH

The Quick Search tool is the easiest option to use: you just type one or more words into the input box and click Go or press Return on your keyboard. A Quick Search is essentially a keyword search that searches across entry headings, and if no matches are found, in the full text of entries. Thus, searches for keywords like "global warming" or photosynthesis  will yield good results. A Quick Search will look through the whole Oxford Reference Online database for any references to your search keywords, and then return a list of results. A maximum of 1000 results from a search will be returned at any one time. If your search has produced more than 1000 results, only the first 1000 results found by the search engine will be shown, and some relevant entries may be omitted from the search results. If you do get more than 1000 results for a search, we suggest that you refine your Quick Search by subject or book.

ADVANCED SEARCH

If your Quick Search returns too many or too few results, you may wish to refine your search with the Advanced Search options. These include options to restrict your search to one or more subjects or books, or to find references to people or dates only. To begin an Advanced Search, click on the Advanced Search button on the main navigation bar at any time. To restrict your search to a particular subject or subjects, use the checkboxes next to the subject names, ticking those you wish the search engine to search, and leaving the others blank. To search within a particular book, click on the List of subjects and books link beneath the subject list to display a list of all the books in Oxford Reference Online, grouped by subject. Click on a book title to go to an Advanced Search page for the primary subject in which that book is categorized. The People filter, searches the full text for references to people's names. The Dates filter, searches for items which have been specifically identified as dates.

USING WILDCARDS

There are 4 wildcard characters which can be used in any Oxford Reference Online search.
· The asterisk (*) is a catch-all character which stands for any other character or combination of characters. It also stands for nothing, i.e. there doesn't have to be anything in its place - photo* will find photo as well as photogenic, photosynthesis, etc.

· The question mark (?) stands for any single character - but only one of them, no more and no less. So a search for act??? might find active, Act411, action and acting pilot officer, but not act or actuarial.

· The hash symbol (#) stands for exactly ONE number only, no more or less. So a search for "Section ###" would find Section 212, but not Section 2491, nor Section ABC.

· The @ symbol stands for any single alpha character (letter), so a search for F@ might find FO (Foreign Office) and FA (Football Association), but not F1 (Formula One). As above, remember that each @ symbol equals exactly one character, no more or less.

SEARCH RESULTS & RESULTS RANKING

The results of a search are marked with a relevance ranking which helps you to determine which are the most useful entries to look at. Results are ordered as follows:

· Exact matches in entry headings 

· Matches at the beginning of entry headings 

· Remaining matches in entry headings (i.e. matches in the entry headings, but not at the beginning) 

· Matches in the significant parts of the entry (e.g. variant forms and embedded entries) 

· Other matches in the text of the entry 

Results are also sorted by the kind of book in which the entry is found. Specifically, they will be listed in the following order:

· Subject reference books (e.g. The Oxford Dictionary of Art, A Dictionary of World History, etc.) 

· English dictionaries 

· Thesauruses 

· Bilingual dictionaries 

· Dictionaries of quotations 
When viewing the detailed record for a particular entry, you should note to the left links to Adjacent Entries and Related Subjects.

PRINTING & EMAILING RESULTS

To print any page from the Oxford Reference Online site, simply use the Print button on your browser's toolbar. At the bottom of the list of useful features to the left of each entry page there is an Email this entry link. Click on the link to go to the email page. Enter the destination email address in the Email this entry to input box at the top. Type your name into the Sender's name input box, include a return email address in the Sender's email address input box, and type any other message in the Notes input box below. The Subject line of the email is completed for you, but you may change it if you wish.

BROWSE TOOL

The Browse tool allows you to scan through a list of the entries in that book, just as you would scan through the index of a printed book. All entries in Oxford Reference Online are indexed according to their entry headings, which form a title for the entry which they define. The Browse tool lists entry headings alphabetically, just like a book's index, and can be used to find entries which are related to a particular idea.

· Browsing The Whole Database: If you click on the Browse button from a general top-level page such as the Oxford Reference Online Home page, or this Help page, then you will browse all entry headings from all subjects and books which your library has subscribed to. The list displayed shows each instance of an entry heading, together with the title of the book in which it appears. Click on an entry heading to go straight to the relevant entry.

· Browsing By Subject: If you click on the Browse button from a subject-level page such as the Subject Search page for Medicine, or the results page from a Subject Search, you will browse only those entry headings used within the books in that subject. The list displayed shows each instance of an entry heading, together with the title of the book in which it appears. Click on an entry heading to go straight to the relevant entry.

· Browsing Within A Book: If you click on the Browse button from a book-level page such as the book search page for A Dictionary of Biology, or an entry page from that book, you will browse only those entry headings from that particular book
CITING ENTRIES

A citation is provided for each entry in Oxford Reference Online, so that whenever you cite entries from the service, you can give a full citation for the source. The citation for each entry also includes a URL, which readers can use to find the original entry.
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