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Statistical Search via Lexis-Nexis

Statistical Search, a product of LEXIS-NEXIS, is a statistical database indexing over 30,000 tables with source materials from federal, state, and international publications.  Approximately 25,000 new tables are added each year.  Statistical Universe covers multiple subjects, including Criminal Justice, Banking and Finance, Demographics, Economics, Government, Health and Safety, Labor, State Statistical Compendia, Transportation, and Communications.  The resource contains statistical tables, abstracts of source documents, and links to the full text of many statistical reports on government Websites.  In addition, the database provides abstracting and indexing for state, local, and private sector statistical publications since 1980.

ACCESSING STATISTICAL SEARCH FROM THE HU HOMEPAGE

· Go to Hampton University’s home page at <http://www.hamptonu.edu>.    

· Click on University Services from the menu. Click on Library.

· Click on Databases  - Use the alphabetical or subject listing to select Statistical Search from the list of available databases.

· Off-Campus access requires the use of your HU InfoTech UserName/PW.

SEARCHING IN STATISTICAL UNIVERSE

· Statistical Search is divided into the following three sections:

	1. Power Tables
	Allows searching of statistical tables by keyword, coverage date, region, and grouping, and  facilitates linking to abstracts of the publications from which the tables are derived

	2. Abstracts
	Allows searching of summaries of statistical publications for comprehensive overviews of documents

	3. Links
	Provides links to other Web pages with statistical information


· Click on one of the three headings.  

· Clicking on Power Tables or Abstracts will connect the user to a search form.  Links connects to a hypertext list of links to government services and agencies, universities, and non-governmental organizations which contain statistical information.

· Complete the search form by entering terms in the various fields, ensuring that all required fields are completed.  Note that required fields may vary by search form.  Search fields are not case-sensitive.
· Specify the date to search by selecting an option from the drop-down menu or by entering a date in the From and To fields. 

· Complete the search field entitled About This Region, if desired (where available).

· Complete the search field entitled Find Statistics Shown By, if desired (where available).

· Click Search. 

Searching with Special Characters & Wildcards 

The asterisk ( * ) and the exclamation mark ( ! ) serve as special characters, or wildcards, in Statistical Universe.  While each has a distinct function, each is used to substitute for a letter(s) in search words. 

	Asterisk ( * ) 
	Use the asterisk ( * ) to replace a letter or specified number of letters in a word.  Multiple asterisks may be used in a single word, and can be used anywhere within a word except as the word’s first letter.


	For Example:
	bernst**n  

wom*n        

bank***       
	Finds the ei or ie spelling of the name

Finds woman and women

Finds any word beginning with bank and that has no more than three letters following the k; will pick up banker and banking, but will not pick up bankrupt or bankruptcy


	Exclamation Mark 

( ! )
	Use the exclamation mark ( ! ) to replace an infinite number of letters following a word root.  Only a single exclamation mark may be used in a word and it must be placed at the end of the word root.


	For Example:
	litigat!    

acqui!

book!
	Finds variations of the word litigate (litigator, litigated, litigation, litigating)

Finds variations of the word acquire (acquired, acquiring, acquisition)
Finds book or bookkeeper, but will not find book-keeper or book keeper because these are read as two separate words


	NOTE:
	Words that work best with the exclamation mark are those that are unique in their truncated form.  For example, searching for fir! will retrieve fired, firing, or fires, as well as first, firm, and so on.


NARROWING A SEARCH IN STATISTICAL UNIVERSE

1. Using the Additional Terms Field 

Use this field to enter additional words or phrases to narrow the search results. Entries in this field must appear in the documents retrieved, along with all previously specified requirements.

	For example:
	To narrow a search about birth defects to documents pertaining to spina bifida, enter spina bifida in the Additional Terms field.


2. Using Connectors

· Connectors are characters that establish logical relationships between words and concepts to facilitate a computerized search.  

· The database does not look for connectors themselves in documents, only for the actual search words.  

· Multiple connectors may be used in a single search request. 

· When two or more of the same connectors are used in a search, operations are performed from left to right. 

· The w/n and pre/n connectors resolve the operations with the smallest number first. 

· The w/s and w/p connectors cannot be combined with the w/n or pre/n connectors. 

The following is a list of all connectors in their order of priority:

	CONNECTOR
	ACTION
	EXAMPLE

	
	
	

	or
	Links synonyms, alternative forms of expression, and acronyms
	doctor or physician:  Finds either doctor or physician



	w/n
	Looks for search words within a specified number of words of each other; the letter n stands for a number from 1 to 255; w/n does not specify a word order
	doctor w/5 malpractice:  Finds doctor within five or fewer words of malpractice, regardless of which word appears first  



	pre/n
	The letter n stands for a number from 1 to 255; requires both words to appear in the document; the first word must precede the second word by n words; use this connector when a different word order would change the meaning


	southwest pre/2 air or airline:  Finds Southwest Air or Southwest Airlines; finds the word air or airline following and within two words of southwest 

	not w/n


	The first word or phrase is required to appear in the document and the second word or phrase may also be there; however, if the second word or phrase does appear, it must not be within n words of the first word or phrase; the letter n stands for a number from 1 to 255

	doctor not w/5 malpractice:  Finds doctor and malpractice in the same document, but not within 5 words of each other

	w/s
	Looks for documents with the specified search words within the same sentence
	doctor w/s malpractice:  Finds doctor in the same sentence as malpractice



	not w/s


	Both words or phrases may appear in the same document, but must not appear in the same sentence


	doctor not w/s malpractice:  Finds both doctor and malpractice, but the words may not be in the same sentence



	w/p
	Looks for documents with the specified search words within the same paragraph
	doctor w/p malpractice:  Finds doctor in the same paragraph as malpractice



	not w/p


	Both words or phrases may appear in the same document, but must not appear in the same paragraph


	doctor not w/p malpractice:  Finds both doctor and malpractice, but the words may not be in the same paragraph



	and
	Links words or phrases that must both appear anywhere in the same document, regardless of how close or far apart
	doctor and malpractice:  Finds both doctor and malpractice anywhere in the same document



	and not
	Excludes documents that contain the word or phrase following it; use this connector with caution because it can exclude relevant documents; always use this connector at the end of your search
	doctor and not malpractice:  Finds the word doctor anywhere in the document, but the word malpractice cannot appear anywhere in the same document



	atleastn
	Specifies the minimum number of times a search term should appear in a document to help users find more in-depth articles on a topic; the letter n represents a number between 1 and 255
	atleast5 (budget) and atleast5 (defense):  Finds documents in which both budget and defense appear at least five times


VIEWING RESULTS IN STATISTICAL SEARCH

Viewing Results in Power Tables Format

Statistical Search allows Power Tables users to view results in one of the following two formats.  Users may print, email, or save from either of these formats. *

· Once the search is complete, a Search Results page appears as a Document List, providing general information about the documents.  Click on the Go To Table link associated with the document you want to view to see the statistical table. 

	1. Document List
	Using a numbered list, this displays basic information about the documents in the search results, and allows linking to the full table


	2. Table View
	This displays the complete statistical table


· If you prefer, click on the Table View tab to move directly through each table.

· Use the Previous Document and Next Document buttons to view other documents in your search results. 

· Click Document List to return to the search results. 

Viewing Results in Search Abstracts Format

Statistical Search allows Abstracts users to view results in one of the following two formats.  Users may print, email, or save from either of these formats. *

· Once the search is complete, a Search Results page appears as a Document List, providing general information about the documents.  Click on the Go To Abstract link associated with the document you want to view to see the statistical table. 

	1. Document List
	Using a numbered list, this displays basic information about the documents in the search results, and allows linking to the full table


	2. Abstract
	This displays the complete abstract of the information and provides information on how to obtain the entire text of the document


· If you prefer, click on the Abstract tab to go directly to each abstract.

· Use the Previous Document and Next Document buttons to view other documents in your search results. 

· Click Document List to return to the search results. 

REVISING A SEARCH IN STATISTICAL SEARCH

· While viewing results, edit or change the search request by clicking the Edit Search button to return to the completed search form.

· From the search form, edit the search terms or add new terms to the form. 

· From the search form, click Clear Form to enter a new search request using the same search form. 

EMAILING REFERENCES FROM STATISTICAL SEARCH

To email a single document, when viewing an individual document in Search Abstracts format:
· Click E-Mail to display the E-Mail page. 

· Enter an email address in the E-mail this document to this e-mail address text box. 

· Enter a note in the Add this note to the E-mail text box, if desired.

· Click E-Mail to send the document and to redisplay the Search Results page. 

To email single or documents, when viewing search results in Document List format:
· Click E-Mail to display the E-Mail page. 

· Click the button next to All Citations from my Current Search or Just These Citations (if you select Just These Citations, enter the desired document numbers in the text box). 

· If you checked multiple documents while viewing results in Document List format, click All Checked Citations.
· Enter an email address in the E-mail this document to this e-mail address text box. 

· Enter a note in the Add this note to the E-mail text box, if desired.

· Click E-Mail to send the document and to redisplay the Search Results page. 

PRINTING OR SAVING TO DISK FROM STATISTICAL SEARCH *

The tables provided in both Power Tables and Search Abstracts formats are primarily presented in GIF format.   In some cases, the length or width of an image is too large to fit on a printed page. In this case, users can either: 

· Use the browser printer settings and set the page orientation to either landscape, if the image is too wide, or portrait, if it is too tall.Right-click on the image, save it to your hard drive, and import it into a word processing package where the height and width of the image can be adjusted.

All tables and charts available within Statistical Universe are in image format.  What appears on the screen is a digitized picture of a chart or a table.  These images can be viewed, printed and saved, but they cannot be loaded into a spreadsheet application (software that allows manipulation of numbers). 

To save or print a single document, when viewing an individual document in Search Abstracts format:

· Click Print/Save Options  to display the Print/Save page. 

· Click Display Document to format the document for printing/saving (to eliminate graphics). 

· Use the browser's print or save commands as appropriate.

· After printing or saving, click the browser's Back button to return to the Print/Save page.

· Click Return to Document to redisplay the Search Results page. 

To save or print single or multiple documents, when viewing search results in Document List format:
· Click Print/Save Options to display the Print/Save page. 

· Click the button next to All Citations from my Current Search or Just These Citations (if you select Just These Citations, enter the desired document numbers in the text box). 

· If you checked multiple documents while viewing results in Document List format, click All Checked Citations.
· Select the desired format from the Format of Results drop-down list. 

· Click Display Document to format the document for printing/saving (to eliminate graphics). 

· Use the browser's print or save commands as appropriate.

· After printing or saving, click the browser's Back button to return to the Print/Save page.

· Click Return to Document to redisplay the Search Results page. 
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