Children’s Books with African-American 

Themes and Characters

HAMPTON UNIVERSITY:  HARVEY LIBRARY

The following list outlines select books for children of all ages which contain African American or inter-racial themes and characters.  Books included in the lists of Caldecott, Newbery, or Coretta Scott King Award winners are not duplicated here.  See the separate handouts for award winning titles.  While most of these items are not currently owned by Harvey Library, the books may be available at another local library or could be obtained through Harvey Library’s interlibrary loan.  

YOUNG READERS

	TITLE
	AUTHOR(S)
	YEAR


	Amazing Grace
	Mary Hoffman
	1991

	Aunt Flossie's Hats (and Crab Cakes Later)
	Elizabeth Fitzgerald Howard
	1991

	Aunt Harriet's Underground Railroad in the Sky
	Faith Ringgold
	1992

	Baby Says
	John Steptoe
	1988

	Bear E. Bear
	Susan Straight
	1995

	Billy and Belle
	Sarah Garland
	1992

	Black Is Brown Is Tan
	Arnold Adoff
	1973

	Chicken Sunday
	Patricia Polacco
	1992

	Do Like Kyla
	Angela Johnson
	1990

	Everett Anderson's Friend
	Lucille Clifton
	1976

	First Pink Light
	Eloise Greenfield
	1991

	Hairs = Pelitos
	Sandra Cisneros
	1994

	Hard to Be Six
	Arnold Adoff
	1991

	Holes and Peeks
	Ann Jonas
	1984

	How My Parents Learned to Eat
	Ina R. Friedman
	1984

	Magic Moonberry Jump Ropes
	Dakari Hru
	1995

	Million Fish...More or Less
	Patricia C. McKissack
	1992

	Mirandy and Brother Wind
	Patricia McKissack
	1988

	More More More, Said the Baby: 3 Love Stories
	Vera B. Williams
	1990

	Mufaro's Beautiful Daughters: An African Tale
	John Steptoe
	1987

	Nancy No-Size
	Mary Hoffman
	1987

	Now We Can Go
	Ann Jonas
	1986

	Quilt
	Ann Jonas
	1984

	Sofie's Role
	Amy Heath
	1992

	Tar Beach
	Faith Ringgold
	1991

	The Talking Eggs
	Robert D. San Souci
	1990

	Through My Window
	Tony Bradman
	1987

	Trek
	Ann Jonas
	1985

	Two Mrs. Gibsons
	Toyomi Igus
	1996

	Uptown:  PZ 7 .C67759 Up 2000
	Bryan Collier
	2000

	Visit to Amy-Claire
	Claudia Mills
	1992

	What Kind of Babysitter Is This?
	Dolores Johnson
	1991

	When I Am Old With You
	Angela Johnson
	1990

	Winter Wood
	David Spohn
	1991


INTERMEDIATE READERS

	TITLE
	AUTHOR(S)
	YEAR


	All the Colors of the Race:  Poems
	Arnold Adoff
	1982

	Charlie Pippin
	Candy Dawson Boyd
	1987

	Cousins
	Virginia Hamilton
	1990

	Drylongso
	Virginia Hamilton
	1992

	Gugu’s House:  PZ 7 .S8635 Gu 2001
	Catherine Stock
	2001

	Just Like Martin
	Ossie Davis
	1992

	Justin and the Best Biscuits in the World
	Mildred Pitts Walter
	1986

	Living in Two Worlds
	Maxine Rosenberg
	1986

	Mariah Keeps Cool
	Mildred Pitts Walter
	1990

	Mop, Moondance, and the Nagasaki Knights
	Walter Dean Myers
	1992

	Shortcut
	Donald Crews
	1992

	Something Good
	Robert Munsch
	1990

	Soul Daddy
	Jacqueline Roy
	1990

	Stories Julian Tells
	Ann Cameron
	1981

	The Watsons Go To Birmingham -- 1963
	Christopher Paul Curtis
	1995

	Tusk, Tusk
	David McGee
	1990

	What Color Are You?
	Darwin Walton
	1973

	Your Skin and Mine
	Paul Showers and Paul Galdone
	1973


YOUNG ADULT READERS

	TITLE
	AUTHOR(S)
	YEAR


	Dark Thirty: Southern Tales of the Supernatural
	Patricia C. McKissack
	1999

	Her Stories: African American Folktales, Fairytales, and True Tales
	Virginia Hamilton
	1995

	Maizon at Blue Hill
	Jacqueline Woodson
	1992

	Mama, I Want to Sing
	Vy Higginsen, with Tonya Bolden
	1992

	Mouse Rap
	Walter Dean Myers
	1990

	People Could Fly
	Virginia Hamilton
	1985

	Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
	Mildred D. Taylor
	1976

	Sweet Whispers, Brother Rush
	Virginia Hamilton
	1982
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